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Abstract: Different from alphabetic languages, input software is required to transform PinYin strings into
characters for Chinese language. Input software therefore plays an important role in HCI process for Chinese
users. In the research field of Chinese input method, it is important to look into users' behavior information to
improve the performance of dictionary construction, algorithm and interaction designing as well as performance
evaluation. However, there lacks such works due to the difficulties in collecting corresponding behavior data.
With the help of a widely-used Chinese input software company, we collected user input logs under users’
agreement which contain 410 million input strings. With analysis into these input logs, we focused on the
following behavior features: input string length distribution, character/word/phrase selection for different kinds of
application software and the adoption of abbreviations. Conclusions help us to better understand users' input
behavior and show possible ways to improve input software designation.
Keywords: Chinese input software, User behavior, Log Analysis.
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Application qq fetion | dnf iexplore | winword | wow 350se | excel | client | maxthon
aq - 0.79 0.36 | 0.56 0.21 0.45 | 0.59 | 0.12 | 9.42 0. 56
fetion 0.76 | — 0.31 ] 0.48 0.18 0.43 051 |0.14 |0.38 0. 52
dnf 0.23 | 0.18 - 0.25 0.08 0.56 | 0.25 | 0.1 0. 62 0.25
iexplore 0.53 | 0.49 0.15 | — 6.35 0.33 1087 [0.29 [0.3 0.81
winword 0.08 | 0.18 0 9. 19 — 0.1 | 0.3 0.38 | 0.1 0.32
L 0.37 | 0.31 0.38 | 0.23 0.03 ~ 10.34 |0.09 |0.64 0.33
360se 0.53 | 0.48 0.15 [ 0.86 0. 18 0.24 | — 0.21 [0.3 0.79
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