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Computer-understanding Based Constructien Classifying Feature and
Semantic Feature of Locative Existential Construction in Modern Chinese
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Abstract: This paper discusses the structural feature and semantic feature of Locative existential

construction in modern Chinese, and points out the shortcomings of the current syntax theories. As far as
these theories are concerned, construction delimitation is obscure,and they are scant of abstract
generalization of semantic feature. Furthermore,they also make syntactic judgement confusing.One of the
reasons comes from the underspecification of language itself, the other is related to the research method. This
paper presents the classifying feature and semantic feature of locative existential constructicn by
researching, 350 existential verbs among 2117 verbs in the Usage dictionary of verbs. The classifying system
is a continuum, which includes two extream poles.One pole is existential constructin wich rigorous and
specific definition ; the other pole is existential construction with vague and generalized difinition. All the
existential constructions lie between these two poles according to their definition. This method has taken the
strictness of formal definition and the vagueness of semantics into account,and meets the nced for chinese
analysis and understanding.
Key Words: locative existential construction,semantic feature,vagueness’
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