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A Study of Semantic Word-formation of Two-Character Words for

Understanding of Common Unknown Words
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(1.Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210097, China; 2.Nanjing Normal University,
Nanjing, Jiangsu 210097, China)
Abstract: The approach of taking the morphemes as the basic resource to trace the word-formation discipline in
semantics can help understand natural language .We first labeled the sense of the front and back morpheme of the
two-character words by referring to the Modern Chinese Dictionary and HowNet. Then we labeled the lexicalized
meaning among morphemes from the perspectives of the structure of semantic combination, the distribution of
semantic root, the mode of semantic combination and the type of semantic variation. Finally, we combined the
morpheme meaning with lexicalization meaning to set up a semantic descriptive system of two-character words
which based on quantitative statistics. Depending on the system, we identified and understood the two-character
words from BBS and the Modern Chinese Dictionary. The result shows that the study on the semantic
word-formation of two-character words has a certain practical value on the understanding of common unknown

words.
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