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Lexicon Clustering based Period Dividing of Modern Chinese

Rao Gaoqi, Li Yuming
(Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)
Abstract: State-of-art research tend to divide modern Chinese into 4 periods according to the political history: new
culture movement to 1949, 1950-1966, 1967-1976, and 1977 till now. Though written language is quite influenced
by the social and political movements, language evolve by its own pattern. Periods should be divided based on
language data.

In this paper, we regards the period dividing as a text classification problem. Based on the time sensitive
words and its frequency as features, K-means and EM algorithm are carried out to cluster the corpus of 70 years of
“People’s Daily”. Hierarchical dividing system is formed and revealed the beginning of Reform and Open Policy
as divide crest of written language use in the past century.
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