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Abstract: By labeling the structure of Wenxin Diaolong, we study on the explicit and implicit discourse
connectives, their semantics and usage. We examine the following results: 1) the implicit connectives (78.1%) are
used more than the explicit connectives (21.9%). Among all the 17 types of discourse relations, only in 4 relations
(cause-result, transition, hypothetical, purpose) the explicit are used more than implicit connecitives. 2) There are
different ways to use synonymous connectives to represent the same relation. On the one hand, the connectives are
used most frequently in Continuity — 17 times. On the other hand, relations Total and Background can be set up
without any connectives. 3) Among all the 56 discourse connectives, monosemous connectives are more (44) than
the polysemous (12). The connectives can be contained at most 5 meaning items ("yi/7}") which are used in
different ways in sentences. Besides, we study on the usage of synonymous and polysemous connectives with case

studies, and compare the discourse connectives in other contemporary articles.
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